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OPINIoN ARt | Abby SCHWARtZ

If you’re number 119 on the 
waitlist for fall housing and the 
Housing Assignments office 
says it “doesn’t prefer to use 
the word ‘guarantee,’” then 
perhaps it’s time for you to 
start looking off campus.

Oh, did I mention it’s now the 

first week in August? And it’s a 
shame that all of your friends 
already have their own hous-
ing figured out with no room 
for you. Good luck!

But don’t worry — I was 
there this past summer and 
made it work. When my only 
option seemed to be living with 
Mom and Dad in the ‘burbs 
and earning “regular” status 
on the SEPTA R5, I became 
my own personal real estate 
agent.

It’s not so difficult to navi-
gate the West Philadelphia 
housing options. Here is how 

I did it in five steps:
1. Ask your friends where 

the best apartments are.  The 
Radian, Domus, The Hub and 
Chestnut Hall are probably the 
answers you’ll get. Keep a list 
of potential options.

2. Now it’s time to schedule 
appointments and tours with 
the leasing agents at all of the 
best locations. Get the low-
down on amenities and rents. 
Rank the apartments in order 
of your favorites. Go ahead and 
collect the agents’ business 
cards — but you won’t need 
them.

3. Prepare to stalk Craigslist, 
Facebook and Van Pelt bath-
room stalls. Your best option is 
going to be subletting for a se-

mester or a year while someone 
goes abroad or takes a leave of 
absence. You can find students 
posting ads on the Internet and 
around campus pretty easily. 
Searching “Radian” on Craig-
list near the end of the sum -
mer will yield you some good 
options in addition to sending 
out messages on Facebook. 
Also, many students will post 
flyers, particularly in Van Pelt. 
And don’t forget the classified 
section on thedp.com!

4. Meet the potential roomies. 
Make sure to arrange a meet-
ing with as many of the room-
mates as possible and see the 
apartment before you make 
any commitments.

5. Never pay full price. As 

a subletter, you can get great 
deals out of other people’s des-
perate situations. The apart-
ment’s student owner is in 
the same boat as you and just 
wants to get rid of an unneces-
sary expense.

Follow these steps and you 
could have a great living situ-
ation like mine: I have my own 
bedroom in a four-bedroom, 
two-bath apartment with 
kitchen, living room and all 
amenities included for $800 
per month. It’s cheaper than 
on-campus housing or signing 
a year-long lease at full price. 
Plus, my roommates are 
much cooler than the random 
person I might have ended up 
with.

Finding a great apartment at the last minute
How to avoid living at 
home and make the 
best of a potentially 
bad housing situation
BY ELIZABETH GORMISKY
Staff Writer

So, you’ve got a place to live, 
but now it’s time to furnish your 
new pad. What’s a budget-con-
scious student to do?

Fear not. For those renting a 
house off-campus for the first 
time, there’s a chance that the 
previous tenant is more than 
happy to sell you his or her fur -
niture. This option is cheap and 
easy for all involved. Make sure 
to tell your new landlord you’re 

buying the furniture, so he or 
she doesn’t trash it when clean-
ing in between tenants.

On a similar note, buildings 
housing many students, such 
as Hamilton Court, have rental 
furniture available for prices 
that beat the hassle of hauling 
a bed up a flight of stairs.

Many students head down 
to Swedish cult fave IKEA, lo -
cated at 2206 S. Columbus Blvd. 

to pick up inexpensive, easy-to-
assemble and trendy furniture 
sets and decorations.

A perennial parental pick is 
Target, just a few miles away 
and conveniently located near 
IKEA at 1 Mifflin St. What bet-
ter way to burn those Target 
cards you got from Uncle Fred 
for graduation than on your 
very own five-headed floor lamp 
with multicolored shades?

Buy couches, beds for cheap

I loVE WHERE I lIVE. 
I lIVE oN SPRUCE 
StREEt bEtWEEN 
46tH AND 47tH. I 
AlWAyS FEEl SAFE, 
ItS A VERy NICE 
AREA AND I HAVE A 
GREAt APARtMENt. 
IN tERMS oF GEttING 
to CAMPUS, It tAkES 
AboUt 20 MINUtES 
to WAlk DEPENDING 
oN WHAt bUIlDING 
I'M GoING to."

— CollEGE SENIoR 
JAMIE ToMCZUk

‘‘

Make your dollar go the extra mile at

The Second Mile Center

TH R I F T ST O R E

IN UNIVERSITY CITY

214 S. 45th St.
Between Locust & Walnut

Mon-Sat 10am-8pm
215-662-1663

www.secondmilecenter.com

clothing
furniture

appliances
jewelry

household items
shoes

computers
books

furniture
appliancesappliances

household items

computerscomputerscomputers

214 S. 45th St.
Between Locust & Walnut

www.secondmilecenter.com

clothing
furniture

appliancesappliances
jewelry

   Apartments
   @ Penn
 Looking for housing or an apartment?

Call us now to get started and find a 
great place!

Apts @ Penn
416 South 41st Street
Philadelphia, PA
19104
215 222 0222



H
o

u
s

in
g

 G
u

id
e

P
a

g
e
 2

0
 T

u
e

sd
ay

, D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 1
, 2

00
9 

 
T

h
e

 D
a

il
y

 P
e

n
n

sy
lv

a
n

ia
n

4300forty three 
hundred spruce

ONLY 2 UNITS LEFT!

Beautifully landscaped courtyard• 
State-of-the-art alarm system• 
Hardwood fl oors• 
Nine-foot ceiling• 
Granite countertops• 
Bosch washer/dryer in each unit• 
Private basement storage units• 
Spacious closets• 

Amenities you’ll love:

Low condo fees• 
First year payment waived• 
10 year tax abatement• 
$8,000 First Time Homebuyer Tax Credit• 

Why rent when you can own?

To view our model unit:
Call sales department at (215) 243-7036

or visit www.4300Spruce.com

from the creators of Beige Block and 4200 Pine Condominium 
comes the fi nest in university living




